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If the foundations be deſtroyed, what can the righteous do 
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the purpoſe of illuſtigting a 
veniy. The ſaered penmen have, as it were, rag- 
lacked ts ver grgatiaq for names and terms, for 
. | pongs and figures, p ſet farth and illuſtrate. tho 
ſplender and grandęur pf God gur Saviaur. And 
Ys gaturg is, in 4 manner, a preacher of grace, 
Rocks; fiverz, mountains, FRG» beats, binde, &. 
. ne band mann, 1 1 


Nature, n beauties know, 
| * Mutt epingle colours nog her own? | 


* dighity and dr bp ba 
glory, « 
gde gr pen: 
| h His beaugies we can never trace, - &., WAR 
F ws Nheld him face aF f 


The words of the text are js ien o Or 


E _— The apoſtle does not offer it as his 
B bare 


1 # ; 7" FRI" Fa 

/ N y 8 >< Fog * * 1 1 

va; . . I'S — 4 
: I_' VO ' ory 
8 — * — * * 72 8 n # * F 5 4 
— 4 k 4 n 7 , p - 

* = 4 
I . 4 — N 


C41 
bare opinion, but boldly affirms, that Chriſt is. 


c 
en lx. 0 


In a matter of ſuch moment, it was s highly pro- 


per to be peremptory, ſince we cannot be too cer- 
tain where we are to reſt theſe weighty concerns, the 


 falvation and happineſs of our ſouls. In pointing 


out the centre of our hope, and the ſource of our 
final felicity, it was ſcarcely poſſible for the great 
writers of revelation to be too poſitive or too plain. : 


Paul was taught che goſpel by Chriſt himſelf, 


and knew in whom he had believed, and on what 


foundation his ſoul was built: it therefore became 
kim, as one who had obtained mercy, to be faithful; 
—to ſhew the ſinner the o way of help and 
ground of hope. That Chriſt is the ſure founda- 
tion, forthe ſoul to build upon, he declares and main- 4 
tains, before God and angels, and all the world. He 

ſpeaks of this point, with the ſame boldneſs and af- 
ſurance as he would of the beirg and government of 
God. I wiſh all, who pretend to be preachers of 
Chriſt, would follow Paul's example; and; With the 
fame confidence, affirm, That other foundation can no. 
man lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt 


chat, like him, they might determine to know no- 
. thing (as the way and ground of hope 8 


neſs) ſave Feſus Chriſt, and Bim cricified*. F 
though they are not, like him, infallibiy pid, 
| 2 1 Cor. . 4. 
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yet, wich the volume of inſpiration before chem, 


A be as bold and 9 
Paul. 
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Hg that I may abc table pation dae 


Wen oe I proceed to ftate, OED 
g to r the n en And. 


iy; We ſhall point out the ſimilarity besen 
Chriſt and a foundation. 


in Shox by hom. den her this baute 
. -_ was laid. aq ae > Bien 


III. Alo bes e fort or ka of foundariog 
ru Chriſt's.” 40-11 ahnt a o tl 
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n Explain oh propoſition 2 in the text, 
and inquire what it implies An So oy 
a. _ whole with, ſore 1 rewe, 129 
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1. That in laying a foundation, the 299092 muſt 
xe examined ;—the dimenſions are to be aſcertain- 
ed ;=the height and weight of the building con-- 
ſidered proper materials uſed, and every me- 
thod obſerved, that the great deſign. may ſucceed. 
A foundation muſt not be laid on the ſurface, 
much leſs on the ſands, left the rains deſcend, and the 
= B 2 winds 


51 

winds blow, und beat the building down *, Thus, 
in laying the foundation of the church, care was 
taken that it ſhould be ſtrong and ſecure; every 
way proportionate to the extent, weight and glory 
gf the heavenly building. Our Lord, in his fer- 
mon on the mount, hath told us, that a wiſe man 
will build his houſe on a rock +: fo hath the all. 
wife God built his houſe, the church, on a rock; 
and cis rock. is Chriſt. 


2. A foundation is the firſt part or beginnin of 
4 being. It comes Under cohderkrion, ind 
muſt be ſettled, before any part of the ſuperſtruc- 
ture gan be finiſhed, or even begun. In like man- 
ner, God laid the foundation of bis church firſt, 
even before ſin or man had any being, but in the 
we und fore-knowledge of God. Chriſt was ſer 
up from ecverlaſting, ts the head and fouhdation of 
the church: who Veyily ung fire-ordained deſbre the 
Foundation of the world (faith Peter), but was mani- 
feſt in theſe laſt times for yun; bo by bim de Belleve 
i God, &c. 4+ Manifeſt it is, that the apvlfte was 
here ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſince he maltes mention of 
his name in the context, as alſo of his Frecious 
Blood, by which he redeemed finners : and he was 
Tore-ordained Turety and faviour, head and 5 
tion of his church. God from evetfäfking laid the 
plan of his movin agen ff prabidld Nie Fon. 


| dation, the corner- ne, and every precious ſtone, 


# Matt vn. 27: + Verſe 24. 4 1-Pet, i. 20, 21, 
from 


1 
Fee 
ſpiritual honſe, 


3. A f6undarion mult be of the Tame — 
and extent with the ſüperſtructure: if this is not 
che caſe, it cannot be a foundation to it. The 
building is to Tie erect and upright upon it, and 
ESR kpc om it Cheri IL, as a foundati 
1s equal, in every view, to reng n, ſupport a and 
fave Firs people. His blood, righteobſneſs , and 
grace, are lite and propertioned. to their ſins, 
pollutions and guilt, Jeſus has not undertaken. 8 
Work for which his qualifications & are inadequate. 4 
no F be 5s able to fave to the dirndl, all that come 

ae Gad by him *. "hire | is an agreement be. 
tween redefhprion : and {alvation, a as exact as between | 
eb and the building reſfing on | it. Some 
bold ageneral redemption, 94 at ticular 8 
18 my belief 11 13, that all. for whom the Redeemer : 
ed his b lod (be they few 6 or many, all or Tome) 
will be faved : 2 be ſhall ſee of the travail of bis 
ſoul, and /all be atighed*+. As he'boughthis peapBt 
with his blood, he has certainly 2 right to claim, 
poſleſs, and bleſs them for ever : Hence he has 
ſaid, I will that thoſe whom thou haſt groen me may 
be with me t. And all that the Father giveth me 
ſhall come to me; and him that cometh 10 me, 7 will 
in no wiſe caſt aut . Once "__ 


* Heb. vii. 25, + Ia. liii. 11. 4 4 Jönn l. 724. 
| $ John vi, 37 95 
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=y 4 A foundation ſupports and bears up the 
whole weight of the building; no building could 
be erected or ſtand without a foundation, in which 
the RANA and ſafety of it lie. 


So it is between Chriſt the foundation, and his 
church the building: he is the ſtrength and ſup- 
port of his people; he is the bafis or pedeſtal on 
which they truſt and reſt. Take away the founda- 
tion of any edifice and it muſt inevitably fall. So 
the pſalmiſt ſays, If the foundations be deſtroyed, 
what can the righteous do What indeed ! nothing 
but deſpair, death, and ruin could be their portion. 
David does not ſay, what ſhall the wicked and 
_ ungodly do? but what ſhall' the righteous do ? 
And the truth is, if Chrift the foundation could be 
removed, the righteous themſelves would be un- 
done for ever. An intereſt in the atonement, righ- 
teouſneſs and grace of Chriſt, is as neceſſary to the 
ſalvation of a ſoul, as a foundation is to the ſup- 


port of a building: in either caſe the one could 


not be without the other. The whole church is 


"built and depends upon him: He bears up the 


_ pillars Fit f. So ſays the apoſtle in our text; 
other foundation can no man lay, than that i is laid, 
which is Jeſus Chriſt. 


II. To ſhew by whom and gi. this founda- 
tion was laid, 


* Pal, xi. 3. + Pal lxxv. 3. KR 
© 


[9] 
The laying of this foundation was the act and 
work of God: hence he ſays, Bebold I lay in Sion 
for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried tone, Sc. a ſure: 
Foundation, Ia. xxviii. 16. compared with. 1 Pet. ii. 
6. The apoſtle Paul obſerves, that every houſe is. 
built by ſame man, but be that built all things is 
Gd. God is the builder, both in creation and 
ſalvation. He laid the foundation of the earth, and 
the bea vens are the work of his bands f. He alſo laid 
the foundation of the church: His foundation is in 
the holy mount t; and the foundation of God flandeth: 
ſure, c. 5 The architect is Jehovah, and he will 
finiſh and complete the building ; he has coun- 
red the coſt, and none ſhall ever have it in their 
power to take up the taunting proverb, He began- 
N eder able to finiſh, Luke xiv, 30. 


But now the queſtion is, Where was this foun- 
dation laid? And iſt, It was laid in the council aud 
covenant of the bleſſed God from eternity. Here 
the form was planned and the foundation laid. of 
the houſe of God: A Saviour was provided be- 
fore ſin was committed: Thus God was before- 
hand with ſatan and fin, in preparing the remedy 
dere the diſeaſe took place. I know there is in 
ſome people a ſtrong averſion to the decrees of God,. 
and what was purpoſed and done from eternity; 
put in my view of things, much af the glory of 


. * Heb. iii, . 4 Pal. Eli. 25. "EPA ban i. 
19 Tim. ü, 19: 18 
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the evipel and of {alvation lies in the. antiert de- 
cxees of God. and the cal thoughts of lave and 
dase he had for his people in Ohriſt. The apoſtle = 
aſten ries. from ang traces the Rream of faving 
grace, do the Jouree and ſauntain of ic: He ſpeaks 
of God abuſiug his pace in Chriſt lions the fouu- 
dation of ths world; — of gradeſliuating them to the 
adopiian of childxen, according ta the good pleaſure 
of bis wil,-—and according to bis gaad pleaſure which 
he beth purpeſed in him: and again, being pre- 
deities according 10 the purpaje of him, who work- 
hell things after the counſel of lis orun 20, . Why 
mien ſhguld be ſo reluſmant to == puter 

the great doſtrine of pradeſtinatian, cannot well 
be conceived, unleſs it be for want of goſpel 
light, thraugh prejudice and preconcaptions, or 
becauſe they wha lead them cauſe them to err . It 
cannot, however, bur be a very pleaſing ſudject, to 
the payed and ſinezre 0 that God W 
4 hrs of love and grace towards him, and laid 
the fo i of his falvation before he fined or 
. e the world e. Again, 


2 This foundation is laid in an the ſes of 
oſpel. It was laid in the firſt prothiſe, that 
of the woman ſbould bruiſe the bead of the 
Gen. iii. 15. This promiſe may be con- 
a8 the great text of all the reſt: Chriſt it 
held farth In js End them, a3 the ſaviohr af figpers ; 


® Byb . 4, 5, gy 1. + Ih in. 16. 


they 


1 
they all point at and center in him, as the ſounda- 
nion of the church: for all the promiſes of God in 
Chriſt are yea, and in him amen, to the glory of God : 
hence they are peace, oh me. oi 


3 


3. This foundation is alſo laid in the datrines of 
the goſpel, What is the goſpel but a great trea- 
tiſe of Chrifl; a wonderful diſcourſe on his perſon, 
| bload and righteouſneſa In the volume of the 
goſpel it is written: of Chriſt as the only favious : 
here he is held forth, as prophet, prieſt and king; 
friend and redeemer, Lord and faviour, head and 
foundation of his church. The gofpet declares - 
him to be ihe way, the truth, and the life, — that 
by hin all that believe are juſtified; — that there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we muſt be ſaved *. The gofpet is called, 
by way of eminence, The goſpel of ſalvation. It 
brings the news, the glad, the glotious tidings, the 
joyful ſound of falvation. It prochaims, as on the 
houfe top, or on hills and mountains, the obedi- 

ence, atonement, and righteouſneſs of our Lord 
Fefus Chrift. It ſets him forth, as mighty to fave; 
as the ark of ſafety, the rock of reſt, ard the city 
of refuge. Trdeſcribes him as the Immanuel, God 
in the fleſh, or the Lord of Hife and glory, ctorhed 
in humanity, atd dwelling among men. Fett 
Chriſt ſtands inviting. the .needy, - the weary,” the 

Acts iy. 12. 


n C | wort!1- 


1 
worthleſs, the naked, the hungry and thirſty; and 
promiſes them reſt and riches, food and raiment, 
wine and milk, and all without money, and without 
price. In a word, Chriſt is repreſented in the 
goſpel by a vaſt variety of names, appellations and 
characters; all which ſhew, that he is the only re- 


deemer and ſaviour, the head and foundation of 
his church. 


8 4-:The foundation was laid 8 of 
as Moſaic law. The tabernacle and temple were 
typical of the body of Chriſt, or of his human na- 
ture: hence it is called be temple of bis body : 
and Chriſt ſaid he would deſtroy this temple, and 
build it again in three days . Moreover, all the 
offerings and ſacrifices, the prieſts and the veſſels 
of the ſanctuary, bore ſome kind of relation to 
Chriſt. Every bleeding, burning ſacrifice, pointed 
out a Saviour : the ram and lamb, the goat and 
bullock, and all the annual and diurnal offerings, 
did, as it were, preach Chriſt, and him crucified. 
It is, therefore, no impropriety to ſay this founda- 
tion was laid in the ceremonial law: in it were 
ſhadows of good things to come, but the body is of 
Chriſt 9. For though the prieſts ſtood offering 
daily, their ſacrifices could never take away ſins ; 
but Chriſt, by one offering, hath perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified, and is therefore the 


Im tis. 4 Het. n 2. 1 John il 19, 21. 
8 Col. ii. 17. 


only 


IP 
1 13 1] 
only foundation of __ and happineſs Once 
more,” 


5. This bn heit was laid br all the ae : 


and ſervants of God, under the old and new teſta- 
ment diſpenſations. Hence it is called, The foun- 
dation of the apoſtles and prophets* : And Paul ſays, 
as 4 W! ſe maſter-builder I have laid the foundation; 
and cautions others how they build thereon, &c. + 
This good man had no other foundation for his own 
ſoul; and he knew, he preached, he laid, no other 
for the ſouls of his fellow ſinners :- and how clear 
is it, that the Prophers and apoſtles did, one and 
all, lay this foundation as the only one for immor- 
tal ts.” "In word, they built upon it, and di- 
rected others to do ſo too. In this light, the pro- 
priety of its being called the foundation of the 


apoftles and rophets is ſeen. They were all 
Pac of Chniſt* hence we read, that in the 


wolume #1 he Book" it is woritten of him t;—t0 bin 
gave all the prophets witneſs, ſaid Peter in his ſer- 
mon at Ceſarea: and our Lord told his diſciples, 


that all things muſt be fulfilled which were written in 


the laro of Moſes, and in the prophets, and in the 
palms concerning im 9. He alſo, in the ſame 
chapter, ſeverely reprimands the two diſciples, in 
the way to Zmmaits, ſaying, O fools, and flow of 
beart to believe all 'that. the prophets, have ſpoken ! 
Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to 


* Hph. 13, 20, f 1 Cor. iii. 10. l PC, xl. 2. 4 Luke xxivi44, 
2 enter 
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emer into bis glory ? And beginning at Miſes and all 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in ALL the 
ſeriptures the things concerning himſelf *®. From 
theſe references our Lord makes to Moſes, the pro- 
phets and the pſalms, it is evident he was the prin- 
cipal ſubject of their miniſtry, the foundation on 
which they built. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the wwill of man; but holy men of God ſpaks 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt F. And we are 
told, that tbe prophets enquired of the great ſalua- 
tion which is by Chriſt : ſearching what, or what 

manner of time, the Spirit of Chriſt which wss in 
them, them, did fignify, when it teſtified before-band the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow t. 
We may, therefore, with the utmoſt propriety and 
aſſurance, ſay this foundation was laid in God's 
council and covenant; the doctrines and promiſes 
of the goſpel ; the ſacrifices and ceremonies of the 
Jaw, and by all the prophets and apoſtles. To 
which might be added, that this foundation is laid 
in all the inſtitutions of the goſpel, and by the mi- 
niſters of it in all ages and places. Tis the prin- 
cipal buſineſs of the ſervants of Jeſus to preach 
him z to point him out as the rock and refuge of 
his people, the ſurety and ſaviour, or (again to 
uſe the term in the text) the foundation on which, 
to build for eternity. Which brings me. 


ui. To ſhew what fort ot kind of foundation this 
is. And, | 


Luke xxiv. 25, 26, 27. + 2Pet.i. 21. f 1 Pet. i. 10,11, 
1. 


. 

1. It &s a permanent and ſaft ont. All the devi- 
ces and contrivances to raſe or ſap it, are vaiti and 
fruitleſs. The attacks of men and devils, can 
never deſtroy or move it: Hence our Lord faid to 
Peter, Upon this rock will 1 build my church, and the 
gates of hell all not prevail again it“. The 
foundations of all ſtrong and famous buildings, 
caſtles, palaces, and places of antiquity , monu- 
ments and towers, yea, the foundation of the great 
globe itſelf, ſhall be raſed and laid in ruins, yea, 
ſhall be diſſolved, when the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat but the foundation of the 
church; ſhall abide and remain for ever. Hence 
the Lord, by the prophet, calls this a su founds- 
tion; and adds, He that bhelievetb, ſhall not make 
| hafte+, As if he had ſaid, He that builds on 

Chriſt for happineſs, that looks alone to him for 
ſalvation, needs not make haſte to ſeek another 
foundation, as one appalled or terrified : on this 
rock he may reſt, and defy all the aſſaults of earth 
and bell. As to this world, there are few things 
certain, except ſickneſs, ſorrow and death: the beſt 
inſtitutions apd foundations for public honour and 
utility, are liable to changes, and to become uſeleſs. 
Vanity of vanities, is a proper motto for all mun- 
dane things; but glory be to God, his foundation 
ſtandeth ſure, ba ving this ſeal, the Lord knoweth tbem 
that are his, The apoſtles Pau and Peter, re- 


* Matt, xvi. 18. + Iſa. xxyiii. 16. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


ferring 


: * 


[ 16 ] 
ferring to the text in Jaiab, above cited, ſupply 
the words, all not be aſbemed *, —ſhall not be con- 


founded +, &c. And the ſeveral terms thus uſed, _ 


plainly ſhew that Chriſt is a ſure foundation for 
ſouls to build upon. When the unbeliever, the a- 
poſtate and hypocrite, with all the race of grace- 
leſs ſinners, ſhall find every refuge fail them; ſhall 
flee for fear, be aſhamed and confounded with a 
ſenſe of guilt, ; and dread of wrath, z-—thoſe, who 


| 


are built on the rock of ages, the ſure foundation, 
ſhall not (as the prophet hath expreſſed it) be a- 


ſhamed nor confounded world without end + . Permit 
me again to mention the words of David, If the 
foundations be deſtroyed, what can the righteous do? 
As if he had faid, What will become of them ? 
Where muſt they flee? But then the ſuppoſition 
implies, that if the foundation cannot be deſtroyed, 
they are ſecure; they may do,— and do well, 
They are intirely and for ever out of danger; and 
though not of fear and temptation, yet of curſe and 
condemnation. There 155 therefore, now no condem- 
| nation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus, &c. Rom. 
_ viii. 1. And in the ſame chapter Paul ſays, If God 
be for us, who can be againſt us? bo ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's eleft ? It is God that ju- 
Rlifieth : Who is be that condemneth bo ſpall ſe- 
parate us from the love of Cbri if Pm] am perſuaded, 
that neither death, nor life; ' things preſent, nor 
things to come, &c. ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 


3 Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. ii. 7. 1 Iſa. xly, 17. 
| the 


# 


L991 
the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 2a 
Joyful news indeed! Come then, ye drooping 
deſponding ſinnera, ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden; who ſee no ground of hope, or proſpect of 
help in yourſelves, and reſt the whole weight of 
your precious ſouls on the * Low n * 
ſure foundation. 5 | 


. 


| How deſirable i is a ſafe *** ſolid ts. in, 
| many caſes of a nature much inferior to that of the 

falvation of the ſoul? For inſtance: Suppoſe a 
number of unhappy men were in a ſtorm at ſea (ſo 
pathetically deſcribed by David): they mount up 
| to the beaven, they go down again to the depths: their 
foul is melted becauſe of trouble. They reel to and fro, 
and ſtagger like a drunken men, and-are at their. wits 
end. How glad would they be to ſet their feet 
* on ſolid land, and feel themſelves ſupported by a 
ſure foundation! If their ſoul melted becauſe of 
trouble before, ſure it would melt now with joy and 
| praiſe. How dreadful is the idea of periſhing in 
the ſea !—how much more dreadful is the idea of 
periſhing for ever! And where is our ſafety but in 
Chriſt ? On what may we venture our all for exer- 
nity ſhort of him, the ſure foundation? But, 


a This Fae Was nid as an * of - 
grace. Grace was the grand eſſential cauſe of out 
ſalvation in every part of it, Hence we read of 

. © Pllorhaſb 87 .co 2 :..i cy 
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the election of grace; of redemption and remiffon of 
fins, according to the riches of grace; of being 

Faſtified freely by grace, &c. And the apoſtle af- 
| firms, twice over, in the compaſs of a few lines, 
that by grace we ar faved; and adds, throweh 
faith, and that not of yourfebves, it is the omr of God; 
not of works, Sc. Grace muſt mean pur. favour, 
without works, merit or deſert. When the prince 
of a country paſſes an act for the releaſe of priſon- 
ers, called an a# of grace, every one knows the 
meaning of it, and that they are not favoured with 
their on the footing of merit or deſerr. 
In this very point of light is the word grace to be 
underſtood, when applied to the ſalvation of fin- 
ners; it precludes and ſhuts out works for ever: 
For if it be by grace, then it is no more of works : 
otherwiſe grace is no more grace . No; to admit 
works, were to deſtroy the very idea of grace; and 
to admit grace, deſtroys the idea of works in the 
buſineſs of ſalvation. Our bleſſed Lord, to Simon 
the phariſee, gave a caſe of a creditor and his two - 
debtors ; deen of which owed him five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty: and becauſe they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both Þ . 
This beautiful parable had refpe&, no doubt, to 
Mary, who lay weeping at Chriſt's feet, waſhing 
them with her tears, and wiping them with the 
hairs of her heat; a moſt notorious abandoned 
finner—one that was wicked even to a proverb 


8 Eph. ii. 15 8. 9. + Nom. xi. 6. 1 Luke vii. 36, &c. 
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and a prodigy, having been poſſeſſed of ſeven de- 
vils; yet the devils were calt out, and the ſinner 
pardoned and ſaved: her fins which are many, ſaid 
Chriſt, are forgiven ber: and again, thy fins are for- 
given thee, go in peace. Nor was. this act of indem- 
nity and forgiveneſs a licence to fin for the future, 
as ſhe had done in times paſt; - nor did ſhe ſhew 
ſhe underſtood it in that light, for ſhe /oved much, 
becauſe much was forgiven her. Pardoning grace is 
the ſtrongeſt motive to obedience, the moſt per- 
ſuaſive argument and incentive to piety and holi- 
neſs. - Such as pretend their ſins are pardoned, and 
yet perſiſt in the practice of them, are manifeſtly 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of imquity. Sinners, 
ſaved by Chriſt, are all inſolvent debtors ; and tho? 
their ſins may be diſproportionate, as fifty to five hun- 
dred, yet they have nothing to pay, and are frankly 
forgiven. How clear, how evident then, is it, that 
falvation is of grace? What truth in all the bible 
is more plain? Not one, even of thoſe which are 
moſt generally received and believed. The miſ- 
fidn of Chriſt into the world, and all he did and 
ſuffered here, was of grace. Gad ſo loved the world, 
that be gave his only begotten Son“, &c. His being 
laid as the. foundation of the church, (we again re- 
peat) was an act, a work of grace. In a word, the 
whole building of God is wrought, fitted up and 
finiſhed, by the hand of grace. It is by grace, that 
every lively ſtone is laid in this ſpiritual houſe ; 

John iii. 16. 
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and the laſt, or head ſtone thereof, ſhall be brought 
| forth with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it“. 


3. This foundation is envied, oppoſed, and even 
deſpiſed. When Zerubbabel, Joſhua, &c. laid the 
foundation of the ſecond temple, and began to build, 
their enemies endeavoured to weaken the hands of 
the people, and trouble them in building; and hir- 
ed counſellors againſt them, to fruſtrate their pur- 
poſe: In like manner, there are many who oppoſe 
the laying of Chriſt as the only foundation for ſin- 
ners to build upon. Hence he is ſaid to be, a ſtone 
of ſtumbling, and rock of offence, even to them who 
tumble at the word + : At what word ? at the goſ- 
pel, the word of grace, which declares Chriſt to be 
the only ſaviour : at this they ſtumble and take 
offence; are filled with rage, and fired with a ſpirit 
of oppoſition. The bu:lders reject Chriſt, the chief 
corner-ſtone and foundation: — What builders ? 
thoſe who build on their own works are the unhap- 
py men intended, no doubt. By theſe he is deſpiſ- 
ed and rejected; and the reaſon how plain? they 
have, alas! fixed their hopes elſewhere ; they have 
given their hands and hearts to another. Determin- 
ed they are to be juſtified by the law, though God 
is determined to condemn by the law. 


How little eſteem have ſome for Chriſt, who yet 
pretend to be chriſtians! No wonder that the preach- 


Tech. iv. 7. + 1 Pet. ii. 8. 
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ing of the croſs ſhould be to the Jews a ſtumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, when it is con- 
ſidered, how obnoxious the very ſame mode of 
preaching is to many in our day, If poſſible, this 
doctrine is more deſpiſed and oppoſed than ever. 
Many, it may be feared, are as heedleſs and indif- 
ferent about Chriſt, as Feſtus, who, relating the af- 
fair of Paul and the Jews to Agrippa, ſays, They had 
certain queſtions of their cun ſuperſtition, and of one 
Jeſus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be a- 
live *. One Jeſus !|-—as if he had ſaid, I know 
oy nocking who or what he is, nor deſire to know; 
« ſome odd kind of man I ſuppoſe, of no note or 
character.“ Thus, when Paul was preaching at 
Athens, the philoſophers diſputed with him, and o- 

thers cried, What will this babler ſay ? What is 
the fool talking about?“ As if they had ſaid, 
Why, what was Paul ſaying ? What was the ſubject 
of his preaching ? We are told, it was Jeſus and the 
reſurrefion T. This doctrine we fee was made the 
ſubject of ſneer and banter ; and the maſterly adyo- 
cate for it, was eſteemed no better than a fool : 1 
wiſh the cafe was mended in our own times. The 
ſatisfaction and imputation of the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, are become ſubjects of banter and ridicule 
to many. I do not mean Turks, Jews, and Papiſts, 
but numbers who pretend to be miniſters of the 
goſpel, and proteſtant profeſſors. The blefled Sa- 
viour is ſo far from being conſidered as the only 


Acts xxv. 19. + Acts xvii. 18. 
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foundation with many, that the bare mentioning 
of his name is too frequently diſuſed and laid aſide. 
How ſeldom is he ſpoken of in ſermons or prayers, 
benedictions or bleſſings ? How many tongues and 
pens have been employed to invalidate the precious 
doctrines of ſalvation by Chriſt *? But again, 


4. This is a ſuitable and acceptable foundation to 
all who believe. To you that believe, be is precious, 
faith Peter+. And very certain we are, he never 
was or will be precious to any other. On this 
foundation, and this only, the chriſtian builds for 
final happineſs; on this rock he ſtands, and may 


defy all the policy, and all the power of hell. 
Chriſt is his reſt and refuge; and he need not 
fear, though zhe earth be removed, and the mountains 


Some there are, who ſeem to want no other benefit by 
Chriſt than a mere name; like the ſever women, Iſa. iv. 1. 

who would tate hold of one man, ſaying, We will eat our own 
| Bread, and wear our own apparel ; only let us be called by thy 
name, to take away our reproach. Theſe propoſe: to feed on 
huſks; to /hend their money for that which is not bread, and 
their labour. for that which ſatisfieth not ; to wear the rags of 
their own righteouſneſs, and be called by Chriſt's name. 
They cannot bear the name of heathens, or infidels ; they 
muſt be called chriſtians, to avoid this reproach. Thus 
they are chriſtians in aorbing, and heathens in every thing, 
but the name. They allow Chriſt the honour of their 4 
nomination, but refuſe him that of their /alkvation. A form of 
godlineſs they have, but deny the power thereof : from 
ſych, my ſoul, turn away! 


+ Fat. ib. 7. | 
| be 
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he carried into the midſt of the ſea'®. Hence we 
read, that the inhabitants of the rock ſing, they ſbout, 

Sc. and doubtleſs they are the perſons intended, 
who reſt on the rock Chriſt. Let them ſing and 
ſhout then for ever : ſhould they hold their peace, 
the ſtones would cry out againſt them. Singing 
and ſhouting are teſtimonies of joy and gladneſs, 
as weeping and wailing are of dread and torment : 
and if any in all the world have cauſe to ſhout and 
ſing, the ſaints have, They are delivered from 
every curſe of the law, and entitled to every pro- 
miſe of the goſpel. The eternal God is their refuge, 
and underneath are the everlaſting arms +. They have 
the higheſt opinion of Chriſt ; he is to them the 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely 4. 
They have no objection to him in any character, 
or on any account: they cannot go about to diſ- 
pute againſt his divinity, atonement, righteouſneſs, 
&c. and to hear others do it, is matter of their 
greateſt offence and grief. There 1s nothing in all 
the univerſe they believe with more- certainty or 
ſincerity, than that they are by nature ruined ſin- 
ners, and that Chriſt is their only ſaviour. They 
cannot, therefore, but be highly ſatisfied with this 
glorious foundation, on which they are built, for 
an habitation of God, through the Spirit. Yet 


again, 
5. This foundation has been tried and truſted, 
and has proved firm and immoveable, God has 


* ® Pfal, xlvi. 2. + Deut. xxxili. 27. 1 Song v. 10, 16. 
laid 


[ 24 ] 
' laid in Zion, for a foundation, 4 fone, a tried fone, 
Sc. Devils and men have tried it; the gates of 
hell have proved it, though not prevailed againſt it ; 
God's people have tried it. in all generations, and 
found i it firm. Hence David lays, He brought me 
alſo out of au borrible pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet 
my feet upon à rack, and eftabliſhed my goings : and 
then adds, He hath put à new ſang in my mouth, c. 
Every thing ſhort of Chriſt is an horrible pit, or 
miry clay, and tends only to make poor ſouls ſigh 
and mourn; but being placed on the rock of ages, 
they may ſing their ſongs of praiſe ; may rejoice 
and make melody in their hearts to the Lord. The 
ſaints in glory have truſted and tried this founda- 
tion, and found it to anſwer: hence they aſeribe 
their ſalvation 1 him that loved them, and waſhed 
them from their fins in his own blood. And again, 
For thou waſt ſtain, and beſt redeemed us is God by 
thy blood. If, then, the glorified ſaints aſcribe their 
ſalvation to Jeſus; if they bear their teſtimony to 
the merit of his blood ;-—an everlaſting argument 
is furniſhed in proof, not-only of Chriſt's being the 
only foundation, but that they had tried and truſted 
him; that they had found him ſubſtantial and 
faithful. To ſay, all the ſaints on earth have truſt- 
ed in Chrift, and found him faithful, might paſſi- 
bly be thought rather an aſſertion than a proof; but 
when Jobn had a viſion of the riſen Saviour, and of 
ſaints in glory giving thanks to his name; ſuch as 
were come out of great tribulation, and had waſhed 
their 
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their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, it affords proof ſufficient. But what need 
have we to enlarge on this point? What can be 
more eafy to underſtand, or more ſafe to believe, 
than that Chriſt is a foundation that has been tried 
and truſted by multitudes, even by thoufands of 
thouſands? Hence the pfalmiſt David ſays, Bleſſed 
are all they wwho put their truſt in bin. 


6. We may now enquire, for whom Chrift is a 
foundation? And ſure we may be, that he is not 
a foundation for the lawleſs liberrine, the ſelf. juſti- 
ciary, or the immoral and prophane. No; men 
of theſe principles and characters, are no friends to 
Chriſt, nor is he any foundation to them. The 
bleſſed Jefus is no ſupporter of vice and villains. 
That grace which came by him, and brings falva- 
tion, teacheth us, that denying ungodlineſs and world- 
ly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly. 
In the word of God, we have thefe two great truths 
ſtated and affirmed, with much preciſion and con- 
fidence, viz. 1. That Chrift ſaves men, not for, 
or on the account of, any goodneſs or virtues in 
them, but as poor unworthy guilty ſinners. '2. 
That he ſaves none, ſuccours and ſupports none, 
in fin, I have ſaid theſe are great truths, and 1 
abide by it. They are ſuch as I feel a very ſen- 
ſible pleaſure in the contemplation of; they are 
the joy and rejoicing of my heart : and if they are 
truths, how awfully are multitudes miftaken and 

5 deceived! 
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deceived! But then the queſtion ſtill returns, To 
whom is Chriſt a foundation? I anſwer; to all 
who ſee their need of him; — to ſuch he is precious. 
When men are convinced of their periſhing ſtate 
by nature, of the imperfection of their own works, 
and that their 7ighteouſneſſes are as filthy rags ; 
when they find every reſt, and every refuge, fail 
them, they are glad to reſt on the rock of ages, 
the ſure foundation. And as David deſcribes the 
mariners deliverance from a ſtorm, we may de- 
ſcribe the bleſſed ſtate of ſuch who reſt on Chriſt : 
Then are they glad, becauſe they be quiet ; ſo he bring- 
eth them unto their defired haven. Moreover, thoſe 
to-whom Chriſt is a foundation, are pious, godly 
people: ſuch as abhor fin, and love holineſs. 
They do not make a ftalking horſe of Chriſt, or ſin 
becauſe grace abounds : no; nor is there any 
thing more horrid, or more hateful to their ſouls. 
Enquire who were godly livers, as recorded in the 
Bible, and in other hiſtories, and as they fall under 
our own notice in living characters; and then aſk, 
whether theſe did not all look to Chriſt, and reſt 
on him for ſalvation. Look, likewiſe, among the 
ſelf-righteous and prophane, and aſk whether theſe 
reſt on Chriſt, the ſure foundation: no; they are 
without Chriſt ;, are ſtrangers to the covenants of pro- 
miſe, having no hope (no foundation for hope), and 
wit bout God in the world. In a word, Chriſt will 
never be a foundation for phariſees, hypocrites, 
adulterers, and the various characters of ſinners, 

WL, | while 
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while ſuch : and let it ever be remembered, that 
they, who live upon Chriſt, will (and it is their 
bounden duty) hve z#to him. Once more, 


7. Chriſt is the ou foundation. In this point, 
the text is plain, poſitive, and concluſive : other 
foundation can no man lay. Indeed, one foundation 
is ſufficient for one building. Jeſus Chriſt is able 
:0 ſave to the uttermoſt all them that come unto God 
by bim. He is both commiſſioned and qualified to 
fave them all; and he declares they ſhall not pe- 
riſh, but have everlaſting life. There is no men- 
tion made in all the Bible of any other way of fal- 
vation than by Chriſt: hence Peter ſaid, Neither is 
there ſalvation in any ot ber; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among} men, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved. He is the only foundation of hope, 
of holineſs, of acceſs to God, and acceptance with 
him. And J think it not amiſs to ſay, that he is 
the only foundation of all true religion, morality 
and piety. The wall of the city of the new Jeru- 
ſalem is ſaid to have twelve foundations, with the 
names of the twelve apoſtles of the Lamb,. Rev. 
xxi. 14, which is ſaid to deſcribe the glory and 
grandeur of it; and yet the wall is but one, the 
foundation is one, and every apoſtle of the Lamb 
had a hand in laying it. For, as by the city of the 
new, the holy Jeruſalem, is meant the church (cal- 
led; in ver. 9, the bride, the Lamb's wife), ſo by 
foundation is meant Chriſt, the foundation of the 
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apoſtles and prophets ;- for.other foundation can no 
mgn lay,—But as we have been pretty large on this 
head, it is „an. time to diſmiſs 1 it, and proceed, 


Iv. To explain * propoſition couched in the 
text, and enquire what it implies. 


The apoſtle affirms, in terms the moſt poſitive 
and plain, that other foundation can no man lay, than 
that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. The laying ano- 
cher foundation, therefore, is not merely repreſented 
as improbable, unlikely, or that which is to be done. 
with _ and difficulty; but as impoſſible, or 
what, never can be done. Some things very diffi- 
cult, and even improbable, have been done by dint. 
ol application, great-ſtrength, wiſdom, or length of 
time; as the taking of Babylon. by Cyrus, or Feruſa-. 
lem by the Romans, and many ſuch like feats of 
arms, and acts of bravery; bur what is, ſpoken of 
in our text can never be done. Length of time, 

learning, eloguence, nor all the art or addreſs, ſty- 
dy or ſtrength of man, can never furniſh another 
foundation, beſides Chriſt, for a poor ſinner to build. 

his ſoul upon. And very manifeſt it is, that our 
apoſtle meant to diſſuade men from the, raſh and. 
fruitleſs attempt, As if he had ſaid, Sirs,.be.not- 
ce fo vain and fooliſh ; your labour will all be loſt ; 
you are. deceiving yourſelves, and ſtriving aN 
God; it is like the attempt to waſh the Etbis- 
5 * white: God has laid a foundation, and is. 
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« it poſſible you ſhould lay another? If, indeed, 
the text be true (and who, thirt feurs God, will de- 
ny it ?) it is out of the power of man to point out 
any other Saviour, or way of ſalvation. The pro- 
poſition in the text is no way dark, myſterious, or 
equivocal : it is ds pla and fimple, às we can well 
conceive any form of words or mode of ſpeech to 
be. Many paſſages vf ſcripture are confefſediy 
atnbiguous, and hard to be underſtoòd, as Peter 
ſays of ſome of Puul's writings; but that before us 
is exceeding plain; fo plain, that à babe in know- 
ledge may underſtemd it. Suppoſe 1 Hold fay, 
od made the world; -* George the IIId is 
King of Great BYivaih oo The d of man is im- 
& mortal? theſe truths ate Fceived by the mind, 
and afferited t6 m A moment: and Why not the 
great truth in the text? If there is thother Forn- 
dation, it is manffeft the pröphets and àphlſtſes 
Knew nothing of it: if any other way of beifig 
ved, they were ſtrangers to it. The apbſtie peaks 
of this foundation, às bf that in which He glorletl, 
46d relying on which, he had the greatéft cofifi- 
| tence of being ſecure: indeed, He deberhined to 
tow nothing, ſuve Jeſus Hbriſt, au him tcrutißel; 

ard begged of God th forbid, that he p $177y, 
fave in the croſs if vnur Lord Jeſus OBFitR. If 
Paul had had 4s many fouls as the ſtars in the 
heavens, or the fands on the ſea ſhore, he Would 
have vertured them all on Eliriſt; the ſurè foun- 
dation; not dothting their eternal ſafety. And 
E 2 where 
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where elſe ſhall a poor ſinner flee for help? If he 
ſits ſtill, he muſt die; if he goes to the law, he 
muſt die: Where then muſt he go, but to Jeſus, 
wha bath the words of eternal life? The apoſtle, in 
the text, ſhews how much he was concerned to put 


men to rights in a matter of ſo much conſequence : 


he is, therefore, both plain and poſitive. How a 


finner may have acceſs to God, and enjoy him for 
ever, is not a mere ſpeculation, or the notion of a 
party, but an affair of the higheſt moment. Which 


way I may be happy, with God and angels for 


ever, is the ſoul's capital enquiry. And when the 


Jailer moved this great queſtion to Paul and Silas, 
Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? to what or to 
whom was he ſent for help? Not to works, or the 
law; not to men, or morality, — but to the bleſſed 
Saviour: Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thau 


ſhalt be ſaved. Here is the whole goſpel in a breath 
or a ſentence: this God made his power to the 


ſalvation of the poor heathen and his family; for 
be rejoiced, believing in God with all bis houſe. If 
every other perſon in Philippi, and in all the world, 


had ' aſked the ſame queſtion, Paul would have 


given them the ſame anſwer : © Believe on Chriſt, 
* look to Chriſt; truſt in Chriſt,” &c. would 
have been his conſtant advice. And woe be to 
that man, who directs poor ſinners to any other 
help. This great miniſter invariably preached 
Chriſt, and him crucified, in all the countries, ci- 
ries and places, where providence called him. ut 

* 
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it is proper now to enquire, what is implied in the 
propoſition Other enn can no man lay, &c. 
And, 


1. It implies, that men will attempt it; — will 
try to lay another foundation. It is too true, I am 
afraid, that numbers are doing this : they have 
philoſophized and refined upon all the good doc- 
trines of the reformation (and, indeed, of the ſcrip- 
tures) that nothing is to be met with, amongſt 
many, but a little morality ; and that, indeed, 
more in words, than works. They are buſy in lay- 
ing another foundation, or rather attempting to 
build without one; or (if the expreſſion might be 
excuſed) are building their caſtles in the air. Some 
cry, © Lo, here is Chriſt ; ” — others, © Lo, he i is 
4 there :” — but the Chriſt multitudes truſt i in, is 
their own works. This is the Baal to which they 
bow the knee. How truly mournful is it, that 
numbers of congregations are taught no other doc- 
trine, from age to age, than that of being ſaved by 
their own ſuppoſed virtuous deeds! It is by 
chance, as it were, that any thing 1 is ſaid about the 
bleſſed Saviour; and if there is, they are rather 
words of courſe, than of deſign : and the preachers 
and profeſſors of the pure goſpel, are branded with 
_ bigotry and enthuſiaſm. But it may be aſked, 
What other foundation are men attempting to lay? 
] anfer: Either their own works, or the mercy of 
Cod; the merits of Chriſt and their own merits. 

Some 


1 I 
Some ſhut Chriſt out dy; ſome take him in, in 
part: but the text aſſures us, that other foundarion = 
can no man lay, than that is laid, which i Is 
what? Is works in whole or in part? No: Is Je- 
fas Chriſt ?—Jefus Chriſt, without a rival or coad- 
jutor. Chrift, in this great buſineſs, is al! in all. 
Rule then, thou bleſſed Jeſus! in the midſt of 
« thine enemies. Be thou exalted in thine on 
=. ſtrength; ſo will we ling and praiſe thy power. 
« Let thy fatne be ſounded from pole to pole: let 
« ſaints and angels worſhip thee for ever l' 


2. The propoſition implies, that every attempt 
to lay another foundation, is raſh and daring. It 


zs in reality to oppoſe God and his word : and 


though we ſhould not be ſo uncharitable as to ſay, 
men do it, and know it; yet, it is to be feated, 

they ſhut their eyes againſt the light of the goſpel, 
and cheriſh their own deceivings. The point be- 
fore us is of the utmoſt conſequence, and our 
apoſtle decides it, in the text, with all the fimpli- 
city of language and ſtrength of argutnent :—Other 
foundation can no man lay. There is, therefore, no 
way to be ſaved but through Chriſt ;—no founda- 


tion for hope, help, holineſs, or happineſs. If no 


man can lay another, why do men attempt it? and 
how raſh the attempt! And, after all, the founda- 
tions they lay, are on the ſands; and the rains of 
divine wrath, and winds of vengeance, will beat 
vpon their ill-judged deſigns, and bring their 

build- 
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building dawn. In ſhort, I know. of no attempt. 
ſo directly appolite. to the will and word of God 
and, at the fame. time, ſo dreadful in. its conſe - 
quences, The point is, af a very, ſerious, nature;, 
and fo very jealous is God of his glory, that none 
are allowed to depreciate the dignity of Chriſt, bx 

adding any thing of their own, to what he has done: 
their hay, wood and ſtubble, ſhall be burnt. New 
what can be intended, by hay, wood, and ſtubble, 
but the traſh of Armintans and: Antinomians? Some, 
there are, who can never ſpeak, ofrwarks,. without 
bringing them. in as gartners with; Chriſt: in ſalva - 
tion: others can. never ſpeak. of Chriſt, and free 
grace, without, inyalidating the; uſe. of works. in, 
a good. mats liſe and. converſation: and yet theſe, 
are not the avawed: enemies to Chriſt, to which, 
we referred in the furt part of this garticular. They 
are ſuch, however, as I pity ; and though they ma 
be good men, I look on them as weak, miſtaken 
men, and their works, will. be- hurnt. and they · ſuf- 
fer loſs : and if ſaved, it will be ſo as byy fino, ver. 
12-15. Chriſt is: the Alpha, and Qmegeraf our 
ſalvation; the foundation and. chief corner-ſtoue.. 
of his church, and can never be oppoled.. without: 
raftineſs and hazard. Hence we are told. by Chriſt. 
himſelf, who, aſter having aſked: the chief ꝑrieſts, 
if they had never read ** ſcriptures, The one. 
which the, builders rejected, the ſame is become. the, 
bead-flone of the, corner, (Pfal. cxviii, 22 }—adds,,. 
As "_— Aal Fall on this ſtone, ſhall be brokes ,, 
but 
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but on whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to 
powder. What, therefore, can be meant by falling 
on this ſtone, but an oppoſition to Chriſt, as the 
only foundation, ſurety and ſaviour of his church? 
We ſhall now diſmiſs the plan, firſt propoſed, 
with a few remarks, and conclude. 


s 


Then, 1ſt, How clear is it, that the way and work 
of ſalvation is by Chriſt alone -I am not able to 
_ conceive how any point, within the vaſt compaſs 
of all the ſubjects which fall under man's notice, 
can be ſettled with more preciſion, or more propri- 
ety. Other foundation can no man lay, is, one would 
imagine, a propoſition as eaſy to underſtand, as 
to read. But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to 
bim: They are ane Fran; and 
revealed to babes. 


Let us ae a perſon, ſeriouſly thinking upon 
the great concerns of his ſoul, and ſalvation; that 
he is aſking, in his own mind, this awful important 
queſtion, * Which way, or how, muſt I be ſaved ?” 
Let the ſcriptures anſwer him :— 1ſt, Negatively ; 
Not by works of righteouſneſs. — Not of works. —It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, &c. 
Tit. iii. 5. Eph. ii. 9. Rom. ix. 16. 2d, Affirma- 
tively; By grace are ye ſaved.— But according to bis 
mercy be ſaved us. M bo bath ſaved , according 
te bis own purpoſe and grace, &c. Eph. ii, 8, Tit. ii. 5. 

2 Tim. 


Fas 1 


Tim. l. 9. Now: how much to the | purgaſe, 
directly to the point, are theſe texta j and, at 


the ſame time, how plain and eaſy to be.underſtqgd.? = 


In ſhort, how can any thing be more in point, than 
the wards of the text under notice : W 465 
mme 1 


| 2. If Jefus Chriſt be the fayndatiqn, of bi 


Church, we may. ſafely conclude, he is GOD, 


Who would venture his foul with any being ſhort 
of God? Who but God can quicken, pardon, 
juſtify, ſupport and ſave? Hence Feri hs, 1 
know whom 1 have believed, and I am perſuaded that 
he is able ta keep that which I haus committed unto 
him: meaning. no doubt, bis precious ſoul. Now, 
if Jeſus Chriſt is not truly God, I deny that he can 
ſave ono ſaul ; for if he is but a creature, I cannot 
conceive how he ſhauld kno any thing at all a- 
baut us here on earth. When our minds are em- 
Hloyed on this great ſuhject of our Lord's proper 
deity, it is needleſs to perplex ourſelves with the 
uncquth terms, .Co-gfential, Co-eterngl, & e. but 
while the Bible aſcribes to Jeſus Chriſt the great 
works of creation, univerſal government, — the re- 
ſurrectiou, — and ſalvation, I hope we ſhall con- 
tiaue believing he is properly God; and venture 
our fouls upon him, as the ſure faundation : and 
if we periſb, we periſh. They that gare truſt a 
creature and warts with their ſouls, will one. day or 


Annther, I believe, ſee cauſe to repent it. Let us, 
5 F | 


ny 
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my dear brethren, rejoice in him; and truſt in him, 
who is ſtiled, I may ſay, by the pen of en The 
N Cod, K our Joorent Jeſus __ ps 


3. If Chriſt 1s the only Fonitdachih) let all otic 
are convinced of ſin, and of their loſt condition by 
nature, be encouraged to truſt in him. Come unto 
me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden (ſaith the 
dear Redeemer), and I will give you reſt. There 
is no reſt, ſhort of Chriſt, for any of the ſons of 
men. Preparations and prayers, almſgiving and 
tears, will ftand in no ſtead, will contribute nothing 
towards the ſalvation of our ſouls: as the brazen 
ſerpent was the cure provided by providence for 
the Iraelites, bitten by the fiery ſerpents; the only, 
the great receipt for healing their wounds; ſo 
Chriſt is the only healer, the ſaviour, and ſupport 

of his people. Here then, Sirs, build and ſtay, 

truſt and reſt your All for ever. But let us remem- 
ber, that though Chriſt ſaves ſinners, he never will 
ſave ſin; though he is a foundation for the guilty, 
he is none for guilt; if he has been a friend to the 
greateſt ſinners, he never was a friend to the leaſt 
fin. Art thou a chriſtian, a good man? and has 
grace ever, reached and renewed thy heart ? and 
canſt thou ſay a thouſand fine things of Chriſt, and 
yet oppoſe the law, as the rule of thy life,” and live 
in fin? Awful to think of! Is the great ACT of 
God's grace, in ſaving from ſin; an act of toleration 
to live is fin? by no means: and the Lord forbid 
| that 
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that ever ſuch * ſhould take poſieiſion of 
our hearts! Let ſuch as name the name of Chrift, 
depart from iniquity. To talk of Chriſt, and live in 
fin, are as incompatible as Foa#'s conduct to Amaſa; 
who ſaid, Art thou in bealth, my brother? and took 
hold of his beard, kiſſed him, and «then ran his 
ſword into his belly, and his bowels fell out to the 
ground. M brother, indeed! ſmodth language, 
but rough "uſage : Judas like — Hail maſter! — 
| kiſs, and betray him. I fear the bleſſed Jeſus is 
too frequently treated in this manner, or ſome 
wing like it. O the obligations that chriſtians are 
under to live holy lives ! Of all men on earth, they 
ſhould be the moſt humble, and the Wo watch- 
ful. But, 


—— 


4 Let all men, 8 or SIC 8 
be careful how they build on this foundation; and 
eſpecially that they do not oppoſe it, and labour to 
lay another. If the teſtimony of an inſpired. wri- 
ter may be credited (and who will diſpute it?) 
Otber foundation can no man lay. The text, there- 
fore, is a diſſuaſive from the fruitleſs attempt. 
Joſhua ſaid of Fericho, C urſed be the man before tbe 
Lord, that riſeth up and buildeth this city; be ſhall 
lay the foundation thereof in his firſt- born, and i in his 
youngeſt ſon ſhall be ſet up the gates of it, Joſh. vi. 26. 
. Intimating, that he ſhould find it a dear and a dan 
gerous piece of work: — — and fo will all, who la- 

© bour 


E 
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6, Keneg we lem, that all wha are built * 
Chriſt, and believe in him, may.rejoice in their ſe, 
gurity. For (@ ſays Mr. Hervg). it is . A. furt 
* foundation. Such as no preſſure can ſnake; 
„equal, mare than equal to every weighty, even 
0 lip, the. heavieſt load in the warld.—The 
„Rock. af Ages; ſuch as never has failed, never 
« will fail, choſe huwble penitents who caſt their 
„ burden upop the LokÞ Redeewer ; ho roll al 
« their guile, and fix their whole hopes on this im- 
« pul baſis.—Or, as the words may be ren- 
« dered, A foundation ! A foundation! There is 2 
fine ſpirit of vehemency in the ſentence, thus un- 
«- derftood. It {peaks the language of exultation, 
% and expreſſes an important diſcovery, That 
« which mankind infinitely want that which mul- 
4 titudes ſeek and find not; it is bere! it is here! 
te This, this is the foundation for their burden, 
« their peace, their eternal felicity,” —— All the 
ſtratagems, and all the ſtrength of men and 
devils, can never deſtroy the ſecurity of "thoſe 

.who build on this foundation. Hence David 
Jays, God only 3s my. rock and my ſalvation : be 
4 is my defence ; > T fhall not be greatly moved, Pal. 
Ixii. 2. Here! is a foundation, and though but ohe, 
is ſufficiept to bear the weight of che whole build- 
ing of God. The greateſt of all mercies is 0 0 
uit 
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built on Chriſt; next to which, is a knowledge of 
it. And now brethren, let it pe our ſtudy and 
our glory, to ſtand faſt in, and earneſtly contend 
for the faith. And though Chxiſt yr of 
Aumbling, and rock Ul offence to rainy to ui thay 
he be for ever precious; in him may we be fougd, 
on him may we re : for us to live may it be Chriſt, 


and to die gain. In one word, Let us pity and 
pray for thoſe who are ſtrangers to Jeſus ) ann 


our own ſouls, © Wha made us to diſſer foam an- 


other, and what have we that we have! nogtre- 
4 ceived ?” May our whale lives be a anmifec- 
ted, yet ſtudious, imitation of the beautiful example 
of the bleſſed) Jeſaa. Let us n, and: beglid, 
that ever we heard: the ſounds: did: felt t power 
of the goſpel : and a3 wel teft-iupdny] mu re- 
Joice in the roct f agts. - May we | own and fol. 


| low him here; and be owned by him, and dwell. 


with him hereaftes y and: fing chat bleſſde Hg, 
with which I Mull cotichude, uta li thus Nithd us, 
and waſhed us from our" fer ins won Monde and _ 


| bath made us kings aui yWheſfs God ind lu Withers. - 
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